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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. Claim 17 is vague and indefinite because it is unclear how does the port, a port 
having an IP address associated with said first IP network, determine which presented media 
gateway would be available or how is it being adapted to listen for a service change message. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Munoz et al. 
(U.S.. 6,741 ,585). 

Munoz et al. teach claims: 
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1 . An apparatus for translating IP addresses within control protocol messages, said control 
protocol messages originating and terminating in different IP networks, said apparatus 
comprising: 

means for receiving a control protocol message from a node on a first IP network; ("HOST I", 
"GATEWAY I", Fig.3) 

means for translating an IP address within said control protocol message from the IP address 
associated with the first IP network to a second IP address associated with a second IP network, 
said means for translating the IP address within said control protocol message being positioned 
in a device within said first IP network; and (col.4, line 35-col.6, line 4) 
means for routing the control protocol message to a second node on said second IP network. 
("HOST II", "GATEWAY II", Fig.3) 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said translation is Network Address Translation (NAT). 

3. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the node on said first IP network is a media gateway and 
the node on said second IP network is a media gateway controller, (fig.3) 

4. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said control protocol is MEGACO. (col.10, lines 23-61) 

5. A firewall apparatus for translating an IP address within control protocol messages exchanged 
between a media gateway on a first IP network and a media gateway controller on a second IP 
network, said firewall (router; col. 17, lines 1-20) apparatus comprising: 
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a port (gateway I) having an IP address associated with said first EP network, said port for 
receiving a control protocol message from the media gateway intended for the media gateway 
controller, said control protocol message including an EP address associated with said first IP 
network; 

a Network Address Translator for translating the IP address associated with said first IP network 
included within said control protocol message to an IP address associated with said second IP 
network; and 

a routing component (router; col. 17, lines 1-20) for muting the control protocol message to the 
media gateway controller. Claim 5 is similarly rejected as in claim 1) 

6. The firewall apparatus of claim 5 wherein the control protocol is MEGACO. (col. 10, lines 23- 
61) 

7. A method of translating IP addresses within control protocol messages exchanged between a 
node on a first IP network and a node on a second IP network, said method comprising: 
receiving a control protocol message from the node on said second EP network, said control 
protocol message including an IP address associated with said second IP network; 
translating the IP address associated with said second IP network included within said control 
protocol message to an IP address associated with said first EP network, wherein said translating 
occurs at a device within said first IP network; 

muting (col. 15, line 55, "...the media gateway controller (MGC) participate in the EP routing the 
control protocol message to node of said first IP network) the control protocol message to the 
node on said first EP network. (Claim 7 is similarly rejected as in claim 1) 
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8. The method of claim 7 wherein the control protocol is MEGACO. (col. 10, lines 23-61) 

9. A computer program product for translating IP addresses within control protocol messages 
exchanged between a node on a first IP network and a node on a second IP network, the 
computer program product having a medium with a computer program embodied thereon, the 
computer program product comprising: 

computer program code for receiving a control protocol message from the node on said second 
IP network, said control protocol message including an IP address associated with said second IP 
network; (also see abstract of Munoz et al.) 

computer program code for translating the IP address associated with said second IP network 
included within said control protocol message to an IP address associated with said first IP 
network, wherein said translating occurs at a device within said first IP network; 
computer program code for routing the control protocol message to the node on said first IP 
network. Claim 9 is similarly rejected as in claim 1) 

10. The computer program product of claim 9 wherein the control protocol is MEGACO. 
(col.10, lines 23-61) 

1 1 . A system for translating IP addresses within control protocol messages, said control protocol 
messages originating and terminating in different IP networks, said system comprising: 

a firewall (router) for: 
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receiving messages from a node on a first IP network; offloading control protocol messages to a 
server, and routing messages to a node on a second IP network, and 
a server (gateway I) positioned within the first IP network behind the firewall (router) for: 
receiving control protocol messages from said firewall; 

translating IP addresses within said control protocol messages from IP addresses associated with 
the first IP network to IP addresses associated with the second IP network; and returning the 
translated control protocol messages to said firewall. 
(Claim 11 is similarly rejected as in claim 1) 

12. The system of claim 1 1 wherein the control protocol is MEGACO. (col.10, lines 23-61) 

13. A method of translating IP addresses within control protocol messages exchanged between a 
node on a first IP network and a node on a second IP network comprising: 

having a firewall on the first IP network receive a control protocol message from the node on the 
second IP network; 

having the firewall offload the received control protocol message to a server positioned within 
the first IP network and behind the firewall; 

having said server translate IP addresses within said control protocol message from an IP address 
associated with the second IP network to an IP address associated with the first IP network; and 
having said server route the translated control protocol message to a node on said first IP 
network, (claim 13 is similarly rejected as in claim 1) 
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14. The method of claim 13 wherein the control protocol is MEGACO. (col. 10, lines 23-61) 

15. A computer program product for translating IP addresses within control protocol messages 
exchanged between a node on a first IP network and a node on a second IP network, the 
computer program product having a medium with a computer program embodied thereon, the 
computer program product comprising: (also see fig.l 1 of Munoz et al.) 

computer program code for having a firewall on the first IP network receive a control protocol 
message from the node on the second IP network; 

computer program code for having the & mall offload the received control protocol message to a 
server positioned within the lust IP network and behind the firewall; 

computer program code for having said server translate IP addresses within said control protocol 
message from an IP address associated with the second IP network to an IP address associated 
with the first IP network; and 

computer program code for having said server route the translated control protocol message to 
the node on said first IP network, (claim 15 is similarly rejected as in claim 1) 

16. The computer program product of claim 15 wherein the control protocol is MEGACO. 
(col. 10, lines 23-61) 

17. The firewall apparatus of claim 5 wherein said port is adapted to listen for a Service Change 
message to determine that a previously presented media gateway is becoming available, (col. 17, 
line 23-col.l8, line 55) 
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18. The firewall apparatus of claim 17 wherein said network address translator is adapted to 
place an IP address of the previously presented media gateway in a NAT table of IP addresses. 
(col.14, lines 43-63; col. 15, line 55 - "E.164-to-IP Address Mapping 55 ) 

19. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said device within said first IP network is selected from the 
group consisting of: a firewall for the first IP network, a router for the first IP network, and a 
server positioned within the first IP network behind a firewall. 

20. The method of claim 7 wherein said translating occurs at a device within said first P network 
comprises translating in a device selected from the group consisting of: a firewall for the first IP 
network, a router for the first IP network, and a server positioned behind a firewall for the first IP 
network, (fig.l 1, IP router R5, IP router RO, IP-ATM gateway 1, IP-ATM gateway 2) 

21 . The computer program product of claim 9 wherein said computer program code for 
translating functions on a device selected from the group consisting of: 

a firewall for the first IP network, a router for the first IP network, and a server positioned behind 
a firewall for the first IP network. (NHRP -Next Hop Resolution Protocol servers) 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey C. Pwu whose telephone number is 571-272-6798. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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JEFFREY PWU 
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